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Changes come to Hoff New Center for

Innovation opens

Newswire file photo

Returning students will notice some changes to Hoff Dining Commons’ offerings and sustainability efforts.

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
While students were enjoying their days at home, the Hoff
Dining Hall was busy at work
accommodating to students’ requests and suggestions for its
improvement over winter break.
Throughout the fall semester, Xavier Dining allowed students to input ideas and feedback
through their website and comment cards to help create a better
dining hall.
“We love getting (student)
feedback. It’d be my joy to get as
much involvement on the website as with the comment cards,”
Marketing Director Jennifer
Paiotti said.
Following student suggestions
throughout the fall semester,
Xavier Dining has implemented
menu changes that it hopes will
enhance students’ experiences.
Students who are vegetarian
or vegan can now visit the new
Naturals section that has been
created to provide healthier eating. All of the pizzas in Hoff will
be created with vegan recipes,
vegan sugars and soy cheese upon
request. Vegan bread, soups and
soy cheese will also be available
at the deli as healthy alternatives.
Xavier Dining has also taken
more advanced steps to become
100 percent sustainable by purchasing two new compact machines called Ecovim. This new
system will break down food
waste and dry it into blocks to
create an odorless end product
that Xavier’s Sustainability Club
can use as a soil amendment.
Students must ensure that
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their dishes no longer have any
plastic on them and are encouraged to recycle and use reusable
cups to help along the new sustainability project. In addition,
Hoff will no longer have any
cold-beverage, plastic to-go cups
for students to take in order to
achieve the status of being 95
percent waste free.
“Last year we reduced the
amount of waste from Hoff to
75 percent just by placing to-go
cups at the cashier desk — with
no more cups we hope to reach
95 percent,” Paiotti said.
Students who use reusable
cups can take pictures and post

Photo courtesy of twitter.com

them on Facebook or Twitter at
@XavierDining starting Jan. 19.
At the end of each week a winner will be announced and can
receive prizes, such as $25 gift
cards to Starbucks, Subway or
Target or a grand prize worth
over $200 in Xavier merchandise.
Students are also invited to
join the “taste it, don’t waste it”
movement, which suggests that
diners take samples and smaller
portions of dishes.
“30 percent of what students
take to eat is wasted. This is why
we can’t purchase food items,
such as shrimp for the students,

because we have to put more
money into compacting that extra waste,” Paiotti said.
In addition to the movements,
each month Xavier Dining will
feature a food that is healthy as a
super food.
“Every single month we plan
to feature a food that is good for
you. This month the super food is
whole grains and the next month
will be yogurt,” Paiotti said.
Different cultural clubs at
Xavier will also be entering the
kitchen to introduce various cultures’ food into the Xavier community. Students will work with
chefs to create family recipes and
speak to other students about the
importance of their food in their
communities.
In January, the Asian Pacific
Heritage Club will prepare dishes to celebrate the Chinese New
Year, which is on Feb. 19.
“This is a great way to introduce people to different cultures
by introducing them to new types
of food,” Paiotti said.
For next year, Xavier Dining
is considering ridding the Hoff
of all plastic, allowing the bakery
to deliver outside of the hall and
surveying Xavier students about
items they want to see on following week’s menu.
“We would really like to have
a student poll called student
choice, which allows students to
choose themes, food items and
new stations to incorporate into
the dining hall,” Paiotti said.
Students are encouraged to
email and leave comment cards
for Xavier Dining with any new
ideas during the spring semester.

Also in this issue:
Op-Ed

Managing Editor Taylor Fulkerson
responds to the killing of cartoonists at Charlie Hebdo and the “Je
suis Charlie” movement.
page 5

BY JESS LARKIN
their own ideas and communicate
Copy Editor
them to the rest of the world.
Xavier’s newest program, the
The CFI encourages students
Center for Innovation (CFI), to develop their new ideas and
gives students the chance to apply use them to solve real-world
their creativity in the real world. problems.
Formed to encourage every stuXavier is the only Jesuit univerdent’s “spark” of innovation, the sity offering this type of program
CFI develops students’ ability which helps students prepare for
to think creatively and solve real their careers by providing conworld problems.
nections in accordance to differThe CFI will host an open ent majors and career paths.
house from 2 to 6 p.m. on Feb. 4
“We inspire and connect, so
at the center on 1601 Dana Ave. that together we can transform
to introduce the program.
and ignite the world, just like
The
CFI,
Ignatius did.
like Ignatius of
Just
like
Loyola, encourFrancis Xavier
ages students
did. Just like
to “go forth
all the Jesuits
and set the
that came afworld on fire.”
ter them and
The
idea,
who were true
rooted in Jesuit
innovators and
tradition, holds
changed the
that every stuway Catholics
dent has a
think,
learn
“spark” inside
and commuof them that
nicate. We are
can “set the
continuing
Photo courtesy of Mary Curran Hackett
world ablaze.” Director of the School of Arts and their mission
The program Innovation Dr. Tom Merrill speaks to today,” Shawn
gives students RAs during innovation training.
Nason, the exthe tools to take their ideas and ecutive director for the CFI, said
apply them in beneficial and in- in an email.
fluential ways with its goal to
“Xavier University has a long
train students to use innovation history of inspiring others to
to solve problems.
make the world a better place,”
A new minor in the new Nason said. “The CFI continues
school of Arts and Innovation, that mission. It is a place where
Innovation Engineering and students, faculty, local business
classes in critical making and hu- partners and sponsors, entrepreman-centered making, are also neurs, community leaders and
available to help students get organizers can come together to
involved in innovation design, find meaningfully unique and inwhich is designed to give students novative solutions — and change
the means to inspire and execute the world — one idea at a time.”

Photo courtesy of Mary Curran Hackett

The Center for Innovation works to allow and encourage student creativity
and imagination, developing “creating and connecting areas” (above).

Sports

Photo courtesy of sofrep.com

In holiday hoops action, Xavier’s
men’s and women’s teams were
met with mixed success as they began conference play.
page 6
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Alumna joins White House
BY JUSTIN WORTHING

ed FoodCorps, an AmeriCorps has been leading the way in teachStaff Writer
service program that teaches food ing kids about the importance
Xavier
alumna
Debra and nutrition to children in limit- of healthy eating,” First Lady
Eschmeyer recently joined
Michelle Obama said in a press
the White House staff
release. “From classrooms and
as the new Senior Policy
gardens to kitchens and farms,
Advisor for Nutrition Policy
Deb has made learning about
and Executive Director of
nutrition fun and accessible for
Michelle Obama’s “Let’s
kids across the country. I am
Move” initiative. She replaced
thrilled that she will be conSam Kass, who formerly held
tinuing this important work
the positions, on Jan. 8.
here at the White House, and I
Eschmeyer’s new posiknow she will be an invaluable
tion requires her to advise
addition to our team.”
the White House on a variEschmeyer won the James
ety of food and nutrition isBeard Foundation Leadership
sues. She will also create and
Award in 2011 for her work on
organize strategies to combat
sustainability, food access and
childhood obesity by propublic health.
moting healthy food options
In
2014,
“Fortune
and physical activity for kids
Magazine” and “Food and
across the country.
Wine” named Eschmeyer the
Eschmeyer grew up on
#12 Most Innovative Woman
a dairy farm and graduated
in Food and Drink in the
from Xavier in 2002 with macountry.
jors in marketing and interIn April 2014, Eschmeyer
national affairs. She earned
was also the recipient of
Photo courtesy of georgiaorganics.org Xavier’s Magis Award, which
summa cum laude recognition
Debra Eschmeyer serves as the White House’s new
with a 4.0 GPA.
Senior Policy Advisor for Nutrition Policy and as the is given to a Xavier alumnus/
In her post-grad life, Executive Director of the “Let’s Move” inititative. alumna “who, within 15 years
Eschmeyer served as the
of graduation, has achieved a
program director of the National ed-resource communities. During high degree of excellence and emFamily Farm Coalition and the her time as the vice president of bodies Jesuit morals and ethical
Outreach and Communications External Affairs, she established values in his/her life.”
Director of the National Farm to 182 FoodCorps member corps in
For more information about
School Network.
Eschmeyer or the “Let’s Move”
16 states.
In January. 2010 she co-found“For more than a decade, Deb campaign, visit letsmove.gov.
- Paid Advertisement -
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Xavier receives national recognition for
community engagement achievements
BY MADDIE DAY

Staff Writer
The Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching
has announced Xavier as a recipient of its 2015 Community
Engagement Classification.
Only 361 institutions nationwide were granted this distinction,
which is less than 7 percent of all
U.S. four-year academic institutions — public and private.
Additionally, Xavier is one
of 157 colleges and universities to have earned the designation for the second time. Xavier’s
first Community Engagement
Classification came in 2008.
“Obtaining reclassification is
a significant, national acknowledgement of Xavier’s institutional
commitment to community engagement,” Sean Rhiney, director of Xavier’s Eigel Center for
Community-Engaged Learning,
said. “It reflects positively on the
quality of our ongoing community partnerships, the resources
we allocate to engagement and
the hard work of so many faculty,
staff and students.”
The Carnegie Foundation considers a one-year time period during which Xavier students served
over 80,000 hours with various
organizations.

Many worked locally in partnership with Strive, United Way,
Center for Holocaust & Humanity
Education and Boys & Girls Club.
“We are thrilled with and
proud of this recognition,” Xavier
president Fr. Michael J. Graham,
S.J. said. “Engagement through
service is a central tenet of
Xavier’s mission and identity. The
University has made concerted efforts to be a good local neighbor
by forming mutually beneficial
partnerships with nearby communities, civic organizations and local schools.”
The Carnegie Foundation
Community Engagement classification was introduced in 2006.
The selection process involves extensive data collection
and documentation of institutional missions, identities and
commitments.
The designation encourages
academic institutions to self-assess and to improve the quality of
their community engagement.
The Carnegie Foundation defines community engagement as
“collaboration between institutions of higher education and their
larger communities for the mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge and resources in a context of
partnership and reciprocity.”

XU commemorates MLK day
with social justice events
BY MAX BRUNS

Staff Writer
Xavier will commemorate
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and
the 50th anniversary of the Voting
Rights Act by presenting the onewoman show “The Fannie Lou
Hamer Story” and showing the
documentary, “The Loving Story.”
On Jan. 19, Xavier’s Institute
of Spirituality and Social Justice
(ISSJ), in partnership with The
AMOS Project, Bellarmine Chapel
and the Brueggeman Center for
Dialogue, will host award-winning
actress and author Mzuri Aimbaye
as she presents of “The Fannie
Lou Hamer Story,” which relates
historical events surrounding Civil
Rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer.
Hamer was an American voting rights activist, a prominent
Civil Rights leader and one of the
first African Americans to vote
in the Civil Rights Movement
in 1964 after the passage of the
Voter Rights Act.
The show will challenge the
audience to think about racial issues in a modern context and is
scheduled to take place at 7 p.m.
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
“‘The Fannie Lou Hamer
Story’ portrays a snapshot of history,” Gillian Ahlgren, director of
ISSJ and a Xavier theology professor, said. “The actress transcends
our time, transporting us back to
1964 while simultaneously asking
us to look at the modern time and
explore the important questions

about racial integration: Where are
we today in the
Civil Rights movement?” Ahlgren
said.
Also scheduled for the
weekend is the
tribute documentary on Martin
Luther
King,
Jr. “The Loving
Story,” presented
by the history
department.
On Jan. 18, the
film will be shown
and
discussed
during the event,
“Created Equal:
America’s
Civil
Rights Struggle,”
in
Kennedy
Auditorium.
“I think it’s really important for
events like this to
Photo courtesy of gigsalad.com
be accessible to Award-winning actress and author Mzuri Aimbaye (above)
the public, which will portray Fannie Lou Hamer in a one-woman show.
is why the tickets,
normally $20, are going to be free,” from New Prospect Baptist
Algren said. “We’re expecting about church, Troy Jackson who is a coordinator of the AMOS project
300 people.”
The presentation of the show and Christina Brown from CHRC
and the film is meant to promote to answer questions from the audience,” Ahlgren said.
dialogue among the attendees.
The weekend’s events will en“Social justice needs to be an
active conversation, which is why tirely surround the 50th anniverafter the show is over there will sary of the Voter Rights Act and
be three panelists, Damon Lynch MLK day.
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‘Je suis Charlie’: Paris on alert after attacks

Photos courtesy of BBC News

Demonstrators (left) carry a sign reading “Where is Charlie?” as others hold up placards reading “I am here.” A placard reading “Je Suis Charlie” (right) is held above the crowd in Paris demonstrations.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
The city of Paris fell victim to
Islamist terrorist attacks, which
left 17 people dead and many
more injured.
The attacks began on Jan. 7
at the French satirical newspaper
Charlie Hebdo when two masked
gunman entered the headquarters
and opened fire. The attack left
12 dead and 10 injured.
The attack on the magazine
likely occurred because it has
often printed satirical material
about Islam, including illustrations of the Prophet Muhammad,
which Islamic law forbids. Charlie

Hebdo is known as an anti-religious, leftist magazine that frequently uses satire to comment
on religious, political and cultural
matters.
A 2012 issue included cartoon drawings of Muhammad
posing nude. The spread put editor-in-chief, Stéphane "Charb"
Charbonnier, on al-Qaeda's mostwanted list. Charb had been editor-in-chief since 2008 and was
killed in the shooting.
On Jan. 8, a French policewoman was also shot and killed.
The final attack came on Jan. 9
when terrorists raided a Jewish
grocery store and kept many as

News in Brief
BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

AirAsia Flight 8501 black box recovered

The second of two black box recording devices was recovered
from the AirAsia Flight 8501 wreckage in the Java Sea on Jan. 13.
Officials say that the recovery of the data recorders is a major
breakthrough in understanding the cause of the crash. The plane
disappeared on Dec. 28 after the pilot was denied a request to
climb to a higher altitude to avoid bad weather. Of the 162 people on board, 48 bodies have been recovered. This was the fourth
commercial airline crash in 2014 that resulted in over 100 deaths.

Senate to debate Keystone XL Pipeline bill

Despite a promise to veto the Keystone XL Pipeline bill from
President Obama, the Senate voted to begin debate on a bill that
would allow an oil pipeline to be built from Canada to Texas. The
House has already passed the bill, but the Senate lacks the twothirds Republican majority that would be necessary to overcome a
veto from the White House.

Former Egyptian president Mubarak may be freed

Former Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak could be freed four
years following the revolution that ousted him. Egypt’s high court
overturned the last remaining conviction against Mubarak, which
means he could be released. Mubarak was sentenced to three years
in prison in May 2014 on charges of diverting public funds for personal use. Mubarak has been ill for months and has served much
of his sentence in the hospital.

Obama to announce cyber security plans

President Obama announced on Jan. 13 that he will address plans
to increase cyber security in his upcoming State of the Union address. Obama said that he thinks he can find common ground
with Speaker John Boehner and Senate majority leader Mitch
McConnell to pass legislation that would strengthen cyber security. This announcement comes in the wake of the cyber attacks
on Sony by North Korean hackers prior to the release of “The
Interview.”

hostages. Four of the hostages
were killed in the store.
Three of the four suspects in
the Paris attacks have been killed,
including brothers Cherif and Said
Kouachi, who attacked Charlie
Hebdo, and Amedy Coulibaly,
who is suspected of holding up
the grocery store as well as killing the female police officer. The
fourth identified suspect, Hayat
Boumeddiene, remains at large.
The attacks have been linked to
the militant Islamist group, ISIS,
as ISIS paraphernalia was found in
the apartment rented by Coulibaly.
In response to the attacks,
France mobilized 10,000 troops as

a security measure. Some 3.7 million people also took to the streets
around the world in a march to
stand up to the terrorists, 1.5 million of whom marched in Paris.
Demonstrators held up pencils,
which have become a symbol of
the movement, and signs bearing
the rallying cry, “Je suis Charlie,”
which translates to “I am Charlie.”
The march in Paris also included 40 world leaders, including leaders from Great Britain,
Germany, Palestine and Israel.
The United States, which is being
criticized for not sending a more
prominent official, was represented by the U.S. Ambassador to

France, Jane Hartley.
"In the streets of Paris, the
world has seen once again what
terrorists stand for," President
Barack Obama said. "They have
nothing to offer but hatred and
human suffering."
"We stand for freedom, hope
and the dignity of all human beings and that’s what the city of
Paris represents to the world,"
Obama said.
The cover of the latest edition of Charlie Hebdo depicts
Muhammad holding a sign reading “Je Suis Charlie.” The words
“All is forgiven” are written at the
top of the cover in French.

Police
Notes
Dec. 8, 6:12 p.m. – A student acting disorderly on a traffic stop on St. Francis Xavier
Way was cited for failing to comply with officers.
Dec. 9, 5:30 p.m. – Two
students reported the theft of
property from their rooms in
Fenwick Place and Kuhlman
Hall. No suspects are reported.

Dec. 15, 9:32 p.m. – A student reported that he or she was
assaulted by another student in
Buenger Hall.
Dec. 19, 8:40 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
in confiscating a toy gun found
during a residence inspection in
Kuhlman Hall. Residence Life
will follow up.

Dec. 13, 9:52 p.m. – Xavier
Police, Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue and Residence Life responded to fire alarm in Fenwick
Place. An overcooked casserole
in an oven caused the alarm.

Dec. 24, 3:58 p.m. – A nonstudent going through a dumpster in the Commons Lot was
sent on his or her way.

Dec. 15, 9:29 a.m. –
The Occupational Therapy
Department reported the theft
of four walking assistance devices from Cohen Hall.

Week

Dec. 15, 3:50 p.m. – An officer on patrol discovered an orange toy gun lying on the seat of
a vehicle in the O’Connor Lot.
The owner was notified and
handed the toy over to Xavier
Police.

Note of the
Billiards + Beer =
Busted
Dec. 11, 2:08 a.m. –
Three non-students playing
pool and drinking beer in
the Gallagher Student Center
were issued trespass warnings and were escorted off
campus.

Jan. 3, 12:33 a.m. –
Xavier
Police
assisted
Norwood
Police
with
two non-students acting
in a disorderly manner at
Montgomery Road and
Lexington Avenue.
Jan 4, 1:00 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood
Police with a student who
had personal property stolen
at his or her off-campus residence on Edwards Road.
Jan. 7, 11:43 a.m. –
Xavier
Police
assisted
Physical Plant and Residence
Life with a student stuck in
an elevator at Kuhlman Hall.
Jan. 10, 4:04 a.m. – A
student driving in the wrong
lane around campus was
stopped on Cleneay Avenue
and ordered to park his or
her car in the McGrath Lot
for the night. He or she was
suspected of being under
the influence of alcohol and
was transported home.
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Last semester, I wrote an editorial about the
nebulous role that Xavier basketball plays in relation to academics and other aspects of campus life.
Since then, I have done some digging in an attempt
to clarify this relationship. Both university president
Fr. Michael Graham, S.J. and Athletic Director Greg
Christopher were willing to sit down with me to
hammer out the details.
So where does basketball stand within the hierarchy of Xavier? Well, perhaps the best place to start is
from a purely numerical perspective.
Each year the men’s basketball team receives
around $527,000 in scholarship money. This number
was provided by Fr. Graham himself after I asked
for specifics.
At first glance, this number seems astronomical
to the average college student. However, considering that yearly tuition and boarding costs upward of
$40,000 for each student, one can understand how
the program arrived at this number. So, is there nothing to it? Is men’s basketball just another brick in
Xavier’s wall?
I think any Xavier student would realize that this
is not the case. Xavier basketball is a flagship part of
this university. It facilitates alumni relations, and it
establishes the Xavier brand. Not only that — it is a
strategic, money-making enterprise. Xavier’s athletic
expenses for the 2013-2014 year were $5,179,718.
Compare this to Marquette’s $10,522,823 and it becomes clear that Xavier is running a top- notch program at a relatively minimal expense.
To review, here’s what these numbers tell us. One,
scholarship money makes sure that basketball players
do not go wanting regarding tuition and fees. Two,
the cost of operating is minimal compared to relatively similar competitors.
Of course, this issue is not as simple as dollars
and cents. In fact, it is my belief that it has a great
deal more to do with student attitudes and campus
culture.
To be blunt, I think basketball often casts a shadow over other, perhaps more worthy parts of this
fine Jesuit institution. I spoke to Athletic Director
Greg Christopher about this issue last semester.
Christopher was very willing to discuss the role men’s
basketball plays here at Xavier. At the beginning of
our conversation, he told me that he and his department are an open book. He followed this statement
by saying that he agreed with me that there is a disparity between academics and athletics at Xavier.
To be exact, he said, “When you say public perception, my reaction to that would be, I agree — I
think there’s a natural tension between academics
and athletics because some people want it that way.”
Immediately, this statement stood out to me. It was
rather jarring that he was so ready to admit that this
tension does exist.

I asked him to clarify what he meant by this. He
made it clear that this was only his personal opinion, not necessarily the opinion of the department
or the university. However, I still felt that this point
needed further clarification. I wanted to know who
Christopher feels is perpetuating this standard at
Xavier.
When I asked him where he thought this divide
comes from, he responded, “I think there are generally three groups of people who I have experienced
on a college campus: those who are really supportive of athletics and understand the value it brings to
the platform or the value it brings to the university,
there are those who are ambivalent, and there are a
handful that think athletics receives disproportionate
attention.”
While I certainly think there is some validity to
this statement, I do not think it is that black and
white. First off, I know that I do not fall into any of
these categories. I am a student who enjoys studying
here at Xavier. I am a fan of the basketball team and
the notoriety it brings to Xavier, but I am still concerned that the basketball team is taking too prominent a role here.
Secondly, Christopher’s comments about the value
of athletics imply that people that do not like athletics simply do not understand the role they play.
Finally, Christopher and Graham both made it
clear to me that they feel Xavier would be fine without a D-I men’s basketball program. Graham said,
“Would we be okay without men’s basketball? Oh,
probably, but not as much fun or as interesting. We
wouldn’t be Xavier, that’s for sure.”
I suppose it ultimately comes down to this: for
better or for worse, basketball, specifically men’s basketball, is an integral part of what makes Xavier what
it is.
Unfortunately, I do not think that I came away
from this experience feeling enriched. Frankly, this
whole research process and the conversation with
Christopher was rather disheartening for me.
While I think this university’s basketball program
is top notch, I have my doubts about the university
as a whole. While perhaps I am being naïve, basketball does not seem to be the foundation on which
a university should be grounded. I think there are
more questions
to be asked, and
I hope I will not
be alone in asking them.
Gabe Costello is
a sophomore history
major from Monee,
Ill.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submitted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.

Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Tatum Hunter
huntert1@xavier.edu

Opinions&Editorials

5
January 14, 2015

Waiting for a hero: where change begins
The end of the year is a hectic time for students, but it offers us an important opportunity
for reflection. The end of 2014
hopefully gave the opportunity to
achieve academic goals, solidify
personal achievements and prepare ourselves for what 2015 has
in store. As I begin the new year,
I want to share with you what my
goal for 2015 is: to not be a hero.
The idea for my goal came to
me this November when a group
of 21 students including myself, led by sophomore Hannah
Sheppard and senior Joseph
McGrath, went to the 17th annual Ignatian Family Teach-In
for Justice (IFTJ) Conference in
Washington, D.C.
Our trip — graciously sponsored by the Dorothy Day Center
for Faith and Justice — took us to
the capital to join a coalition of
Jesuit high school students, college students and prominent social justice advocates passionate
about creating change.
Many times when I see news
about events like this, I wonder
how effective they really can be in
just one weekend. Do people just

get together to say they tried?
The students I encountered,
both with the Xavier delegation and other groups, changed
my conception of how a person
should live.
Our conference’s theme focused on the commemoration
and 25th anniversary of the murders of six Jesuit priests, their
cook and her daughter at the
Central American University in
El Salvador in November, 1989.
We commemorated their murders
because we view their deaths as
examples of how powerful everyone’s life can be.
The Jesuits used their message
of social justice not be heroes,
but to show people how passivity leaves society at a disadvantage. Social issues fester because
far too often people believe their
individual roles are useless. They
then decide to be passive and create an environment where these
issues are allowed to grow instead
of being collectively addressed by
society.
IFTJ included notable speakers including famed author James
Martin, S.J. and Honduran hu-

man rights activist Ismael Moreno
Coto, S.J. However, for me the
most powerful speeches came
from college students.
Student participants led breakout sessions covering several social
justice issues, often encouraging
audience members to go beyond
merely reading a PowerPoint to
be present with the people around
them and engage in meaningful
conversation. Xavier First-year
Devon James commented that her
discussion session on peacemaking made her realize that phrases
like “plan of attack” or “shot in
the dark” add unnecessary violence to daily conversations.
We understood that no matter how big or small the issue is,
it does not take a massive political
movement to create change. The
power to change our society lies
with us because we are the agents
that create it.
Our conference ended with a
trip to Capitol Hill to meet with
Sen. Rob Portman’s legislative aid,
Kurt Freshley. While it was beneficial to meet with Mr. Freshley,
even President Obama has publically stated that real reform takes

place with the people; government
can only do so much. He’s right.
This isn’t me preaching or regurgitating phrases we’ve heard
most of our lives, this is me stating a fact: individuals are the true
agents of change. Collective action, like that seen at IFTJ, represents the model toward which we
all should strive.
If you’re concerned about environmental reform, ask Xavier
to turn off lights after hours. If
you’re afraid to discuss racial issues because of awkwardness,
don’t be. Passive attitudes give
consent for injustice. I’m not arguing for everyone to be a hero.
I want people to start living with
open eyes, not waiting for a hero
to solve issues individuals can address themselves.
Prior to our departure from
Washington, D.C., Xavier senior
Kaitlyn Fitzgerald commented,
“It’s awesome to see people who
are passionate about the same
things as you and see the impact
students like us are having on the
world.”
I agree with her. We should
not strive to be a generation of

heroes, but a generation that is determined to end passive attitudes.
As you kick off a new semester,
I implore you to make a goal to
make 2015 the year you are engaged with the needs of those
around you. Don’t just “share”
on social media — or even write
a Newswire piece — listen and live
in solidarity with your fellow man.
Engagement, not heroism, is what
ultimately makes a difference.

One week ago the Paris office
of a French satirical publication,
Charlie Hebdo, was attacked, and
17 people died as a direct result of
the incident and the ensuing hostage situations. France has insulated itself from the presence of
terrorism in the last decade, unlike
many other countries in Western
Europe and North America. It is
sad, to say the least, that terrorism has reared its ugly head, and
no words suffice to express sympathy for victims, families, friends
and all of France.
It being the case that so many
others are addressing the most
straightforward aspect of the incident — terrorism’s unacceptability as a means to achieve an end
— I think another aspect of this
incident needs some examination:
Charlie Hebdo itself.
Charlie Hebdo has become
the poster child for free speech in
recent days. While I am not personally partial to the publication, I
think it poses a particular problem
for us insofar as it is a rather controversial example to be using to

examine the limits of free speech.
Charlie Hebdo offers a unique opportunity to examine satire’s relationship to free speech.
First, I don’t think the shooting
at Charlie Hebdo is a matter of
a right to free speech. Terrorism
targets many things — financial
structures, symbols of power and
poor villagers in the developing
world, just to name a few. Yes,
Charlie Hebdo was the aim of
the attack because of what it published, but the attacks were not
meant to systematically limit what
it could print. That would come
in a legal challenge if it were to
come. The weekly will continue to
print what it likes, no doubt.
No, a right to free speech is not
currently under sustained threat.
It is a wide-ranging right that has
next to no bounds. In the West,
satire is not limited by law.
Secondly, a point worth considering is whether satire is a useful tool for participation in any
discussion. That is, can satire effectively and liberally participate
in all aspects of our society?

No, it can’t. Satire may be unbounded in what it is allowed to
say, but that doesn’t make it a prudent way to say it. For instance, I
think we clearly find that matters
of faith, which some consider sacred — different from religion,
the human institutions that attempt to regulate faith — cannot

alienated most pious Muslims
from the dialogue through an offensive, hurtful and useless exercise of a right.
I would like to quote the
controversial novelist Salman
Rushdie’s statement in response
to the shootings at Charlie Hebdo
at length. It represents the attitude
of Charlie Hebdo and demonstrates the problem of satire:
“I stand with Charlie Hebdo,
as we all must, to defend the art
of satire, which has always been
a force for liberty and against
tyranny, dishonesty and stupidity.
‘Respect for religion’ has become
a code phrase meaning ‘fear of
religion.’ Religions, like all other
ideas, deserve criticism, satire,
and, yes, our fearless disrespect.”
Rushdie may be right, but I
would like to highlight the gray
area between religion and faith
where human silliness mixes with
the sacred. If those things come
in contact — and they often do
— then critiquing the “stupidity”
of the Catholic Church or Islamic
traditions suddenly becomes a

slap in the face in addition to the
serious critique.
The real problem of satire arises when we consider whom we
want to include in our discussion
and how much they might be willing to take before walking away.
For me, I cannot justify Charlie
Hebdo’s style, not when it isolates
so many for the benefit of others.
#JenesuispasCharlie.

Jonathan Hogue is a junior
Philosophy, Politics & the Public major
from Aurora, Ill.

The problem with Charlie
If dialogue is
the goal, satire
misses the
mark.
be approached with satire.
Satire cuts people of faith out
of the discussion. One can critique the way Islam treats women
(for example, the wearing of the
veil) with satire and possibly engage in productive discussion after. But if one publishes a cartoon
of Muhammad, a taboo in Islam,
the cartoonist has probably just

Taylor Fulkerson is a senior philosophy major from Lanesville, Ind.
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Musketeers Big East season in full swing
BY ADAM TORTELLI
Staff Writer

As students were away for winter break, Xavier men’s basketball
has steadily remained afloat as
conference play in the Big East
has begun.
Just one day after the last day of
finals for students, the Musketeers
headed to Alabama and suffered
an 89-88 double overtime loss to
the Auburn Tigers.
After a strong first half, head
coach Chris Mack’s team seemingly could not do anything to
interupt the Tigers from clawing
their way back into the game and
ultimately to victory.
Junior guard Remy Abell stood
out with a career-high 18 points.
Following an eight-day holiday
hiatus, Xavier welcomed Florida
Gulf Coast University to Cintas.
In the spirit of giving, the
Musketeers decisively sent their
opponents back to the Sunshine
State with another loss, a 71-57
thrashing by the Musketeers.
Abell once again led the team
in scoring, but the tone was set
by seniors point guard Dee Davis

(12 points, four assists) and center
Matt Stainbrook (11 points, seven
rebounds).
Xavier remained at home

of its members.
Despite a 10:30 p.m. tipoff and the game ending a year
later than when it began, the

needed standout performance in
the marquee matchup.
The victory moved head coach
Chris Mack into sole ownership

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

The Musketeers have been dominant at home this season but have struggled to notch a big win away from home.

for their next game against
Georgetown for a New Year’s Eve
headliner as a conclusion to the
Big East’s conference-play opening day madness that included six
consecutive games played by all 12

Musketeers still managed to upset the No. 25 ranked team in the
nation.
Sophomore forward Jalen
Reynolds matched his career-high
with 17 points to propel in a much

showed great leadership for an
underclassman, willing her teammates to victory.
The Muskies shot over 50
percent from the field behind a
perfect 6 for 6 night from Briana
Glover.
The team followed with
an exciting 66-65 victory over
Creighton.
Senior guard Maleeka Kynard
came through with a clutch gamewinning layup with 1.7 seconds
remaining.
The Musketeers showed resiliency by coming from behind
and dominating the game on the
boards, finishing the contest with
a 41-35 rebounding advantage to
lead to victory.

A commanding 71-59 win over
Providence on Jan. 4 moved the
team’s record to 8-1 at home on
the season. Defense was important again as the Muskies turned
12 steals into 23 points while
shooting 81 percent (30-37) from
the free throw line.
Briana Glover was key again,
going a perfect seven-for-seven
from the stripe.
The road, however, was not
kind to the Musketeers. In two
games against Seton Hall and
DePaul, Xavier lost by a combined score of 162-115.
The Muskies looked lost on the
court and overmatched from the
beginning of both games.
Against Seton Hall, the
Muskies hung around but were
ultimately run out of the gym as
Seton Hall won its 14th straight
game at home.
Xavier only attempted nine
free throws and let the Pirates
control the glass.
Turnovers
doomed
the
Musketeers against DePaul. They
committed 29, with 18 of them
coming in the first half, and the
Blue Demons converted those
turnovers into 29 points.
They finished with advantages
in rebounding and second-chance
opportunities, and DePaul went
on to win 84-61.
Xavier was reminded in these
past two games how hard it is to
win on the road in the Big East.
Sitting at 3-3 in conference
play, Xavier will look to keep up
its home domination and steal
some road games against tough
opponents in the coming weeks
to stay in the upper half of the
standings.
The
Musketeers
host
Georgetown at 7 p.m on Jan. 15.

of third place on Xavier’s all-time
wins list with 121 wins. Mack now
only trails Skip Prosser (148) and
Pete Gillen (202).
In typical Big East fashion, the
Musketeers then suffered a road

loss 71-68 when visiting DePaul
in Chicago.
Freshman Trevon Blueitt’s
outstanding performance with 19
points and 12 rebounds only carried the team so far as he watched
his game-tying 3-point attempt
just barely miss at the buzzer.
Xavier then got back into
winning ways as it defeated no.
19 Seton Hall 69-58 to add another impressive home win to its
resume.
Dee Davis led the team to victory with 14 points and six assists.
Unfortunately, the Musketeers’
struggles on the road continued at the hands of the Butler
Bulldogs with an 88-76 loss in
Indianapolis to close out winter
break. Stainbrook’s 21 points (17
in the second half alone) was not
enough to keep the Musketeers
close down the stretch.
Stainbrook and company look
to make their first road statement
and pick up a key win against a
ranked opponent at 9 p.m. on
Jan. 14 in Philadelphia against
No. 5 Villanova. The game will be
broadcast on Fox Sports 1.

Women fight to stay over .500 Postseason awards handed out
BY RYAN O’TOOLE
Staff Writer

During the holliday break, the
Xavier women’s basketball team
began Big East play and squared
off against some tough opponents ultimately earning the team
a 3-3 record in conference play.
The Musketeers started off red
hot, winning their first three conference games; one on the road
at Marquette and two at home
against the Creighton Blue Jays
and the Providence Friars.
In the matchup against the
Marquette Golden Eagles, sophomore guard Raeshaun Gaffney
paved the way for a Musketeer
victory.
She scored 23 points and
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Maleeka Kynard leads the way for the Musketeers who look to stay on track.
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Head Coach Andy Fleming (above) embraces senior Matt Hill on senior night.

BY NICK MCGILL
Sports Editor

The Ohio Collegiate Soccer
Association (OCSA) honored
Xavier men’s soccer head coach
Andy Fleming as the Coach of
the Year.
Fleming joined four Xavier
student-athletes to be recognized
with postseason honors.
The OCSA compiles All-Ohio
teams consisting of the best athletes among represented soccer
programs in the state.
Senior
goalkeeper
Eric
Osswald, senior midfielder Will
Walker and freshman Cory Brown
were selected to the All-Ohio
first team, and senior midfielder
Garrett Halfhill was voted to the
second team.
Fleming led his team to its
best season in school history after
reaching the Sweet 16 of the postseason tournament and posted
an impressive 8-1-1 home record
while finishing 13th in the final
national rankings.
These awards come following the announcement of the Big
East conference awards.

Five players were selected to
postseason all-conference teams,
and Osswald was voted Big East
Goalkeeper of the Year.
Voters honored Fleming and
his coaching staff as the best
coaching staff in the conference.
These awards and recognitions
cap off a season filled with many
triumphs.
Moving forward, the Xavier
soccer program looks to use this
success as a launching pad to consistent prominence in the coming
seasons.
One standout looks to continue his soccer career in the MLS
professional league and join other
Musketeers playing professionally.
Osswald was one of 72 players
invited to participate at the 2015
MLS Player Combine, which takes
place Jan. 9-15.
The end of the combine is
marked by the MLS SuperDraft
on Jan. 15 in Philadelphia.
Osswald is hopeful that his
name will be called and he will
become the third Musketeer in as
many years to get drafted into the
MLS.
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“Birdman” soars successfully
By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

Darkly comedic and relentlessly satirical, Alejandro
González Iñárritu’s “Birdman
(The Unexpected Virtue of
Ignorance)” is a masterpiece of
film.
“Birdman” follows the formerly successful movie star, Riggan
Thompson (played appropriately by the magnificent Michael
Keaton), on his bitter journey
of redemption in the eyes of his
once-beloved fans.
Years after the massive commercial, critical and career-ending
flop of “Birdman 3,” the third
film in the Birdman franchise,
Riggan sets his sights to the stage,
where he aims to write, direct and
star as the lead in his very own
Broadway play in the hopes of recovering his career.
Though there are countless
reasons why “Birdman” is a great
film, its strongest quality lies in the
introspection of its lead, examining the psychological toll on the
fallen artist.
On his steep climb back to
the top, Riggan’s interaction with
ex-loved ones, rivaling performers, critics and his own internal
mockery via the Birdman character drive the film’s conflict by offering an insightful glimpse into
the troubling mental toll a loss of
relevance can have on an artist.
Although its compelling story
is why “Birdman” is especially
worth seeing, González Iñárritu’s
beautiful visuals will be what inspire the urge for multiple view-
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Michael Keaton’s (above, right) tragic portrayal of a washed-up action star haunted by his past superhero persona (above, left) has earned rave reviews.

ings. “Birdman” is seamlessly cut,
creating a film that works as one
fluid shot from start to finish,
helping to better emulate the feel
of a live performance.
Along with this slick editing
technique, González Iñárritu also
displays his elegant visual skills to
much success during scenes of
Riggan’s on-again, off-again telekinetic “powers.”
These scenes work well with
the frantic nature of the film,

creating a manic atmosphere that
helps the audience better relate
to “Birdman’s” mentally troubled
lead.
On top of everything magnificent surrounding “Birdman,”
there’s also a fantastic cast.
Keaton soars (both literally and
figuratively) as the washed-up super hero star, adding a meta-layer
of brilliance. Emma Stone, Zach
Galifianakis, Naomi Watts and
Edward Norton round out the

cast. Everyone stood out in his or
her own way to a great degree of
success, but Norton’s delusional
thespian Mike Shiner absolutely
stole the show. His despicably
likeable persona meddled with
Keaton’s Riggan in an electrifying
way.
So far, the film has won “Best
Screenplay of a Motion Picture”
and landed Michael Keaton a victory in “Best Actor in a Musical or
Comedy” at the Golden Globes.

The film has also scored a number of nominations from various
guilds’ and critics’ associations.
“Birdman” is easily one of
2014’s best and most entertaining
new movies and is sure to be nominated in several different categories once the 87th Academy Award
nominations are announced.

Newswire Rating:

“Selma” triumphs despite errors
By Taylor Fulkerson
Managing Editor

The Newswire reviewed one of
the best films covering the Civil
Rights era in the last decade on
Jan. 9: “Selma.”
“Selma” depicts the march
from Selma, Ala., to Montgomery,
Ala., that helped make the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 a reality, the
same voting rights legislation that
was partially repealed in 2013 to
the dismay of many. The film begins with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. receiving his Nobel Peace Prize
and immediately cuts to the 16th
Street Baptist Church Bombing,
showing the violence King
was facing, even as he received
accolades.
The film follows him and other
figures from the leadership of the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) and the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) as they gathered in Selma, preparing to march
to Montgomery for voting rights,
challenging entrenched racism
in the South and the Johnson
administration.
The acting in “Selma” is topnotch. David Oyelowo stars as
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David Oyelowo (left) has garnered praise for his honest and realistic portrayal of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (right).

King, and he portrays the Civil
Rights leader well, capturing both
the hair-raising bravado of his oratory and his pensive moments of
doubt and concern.
The pacing of the film is also
excellent. The film marches forward into what feels like unknown
territory, exploring the once-possible moments of history, keeping
the story fresh for today.
While “Selma” has its virtues, it
has three majors flaws as well.
First, the passage of time in

the film is hard to estimate. It is
difficult to tell how many days are
passing from one scene to another. The pacing may have been near
perfect, but the film left viewers
without a sense of how much time
had passed from the beginning of
the SCLC’s efforts in Selma to the
end of the march in Montgomery.
This could have been easily
cleared up with date stamps in the
FBI reports on King that periodically appear on the screen.
Secondly, in the film, Lyndon

B. Johnson (LBJ) is represented
as initially unwilling to help King
accomplish his goals for voting
reform. As Time has pointed out,
this was not the case. Johnson had
a voting rights act drafted before
the march depicted in “Selma”
takes place. As the article succinctly states, “There was no shortage
of real white villains in the Selma
controversy, but LBJ was not one
of them.”
Furthermore, the portrayal of
Johnson and King’s relationship

misdepicts the nature of reform.
As it happened in real life, the relationship was cooperative. In the
film, however, activists force the
government to be their ally.
Considering the context of
the film — in light of protests
after the deaths of Eric Garner,
Michael Brown and countless
other black victims of police brutality, a claim the film makes itself
with music that accompanies the
credits — the film has a message
about the relationship between activists and government. If the film
misconstrues that relationship, it’s
a real problem.
Finally, there is a strong coterie
of figures from the Civil Rights
era shown in the film. While
that may seem to be a virtue, it
becomes a problem as the film
makes it difficult to sort out who
is who and why they are relevant
to a viewer unfamiliar with the historical period. This is a wonderful
film. The glaring problems can be
overlooked, but they shouldn’t be
forgotten.
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